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Editorial:

Welcome to Lainey Sharman who has edited this
issue with Peter Milton. As usual we thank all
contributors (regulars, occasional and first
timers.) Volunteers, if yu havean ideaon our
native environmentthat you would like to share
with your colleague$ then just do it! It can be

a bit of a buzz to see yowrordsin print.
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EdpuoCra t i o nAutOrhnf Remor -rGoeg
lvey

The summer of 2002010 was productivdor the
Reserve and, iparticular, for the Education
Centre. Visitor numbers were high, except during
the dry spell, and our facilittewere well used.
Council staffare reviewing the services we
provide to the public and planning economical
ways forward. The key person in théegard is our
recentlyappointed Senior Program Coordinator,
Dr Shirley Zipperlen. Our Volunteers have been
refreshed after an enjoyable End of Year and
Christmas Dinner at the Café to continue their
friendly operation of the Centre every day of the
year.Of course, the alwaygleasant Café staff
keep many of us refreshed throughout the year.

We have recruited and inducted new Volunteers
who have been capably assisted by mentors
among the experienced Volunteers. We have
passed the mark of 80 Volunteerslaon our way

to the magic 100. Training programs have
introduced new speakers to our Monthly Meetings
and new procedures within the Centre. Six
people were selected to begin a Program for New
Guides in March and these guides will join the
MCSR team in Jly with one person joining the
Maroochy Botanic Gardens team
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| have been very pleased with ti@mber of Volunteers participating in our Improvement Projects within the Centre.
Members of the Education Support Group and the Display Teamdone outstanding wom small and large

displays as well as preparations for new loergn displays. Council staff also contributed to new signage in the
Reserve such as the large, permanent sign about the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly at the Blatéofiy.

Adult groups and School groups have enjoyed Rainforest
Walks led by our experienced Volunteer Guides who enrich
Vi sit or s $ofteexrmeks. Oue sgtatistcs reveal an
increasinghumber of paying mup visitors over the past three
yearsdespite the global financial crisis. The positive feedback
from Group organisers is testament to the quality work of our
Volunteer Guides.

My thanks also go to the Volunteers who have accepted
leadership positions within the Edation Centre such as Rose
Harmon, Bob Taylor, Peter Milton

- our longtime Editor, and Cyndi an@lyde Mitchell. You

make it all happenthe Council staff are most grateful to you
and the Volunteers much appreciate your regular assistance.

Moving forward with Volunteers Support Officer Rose Harmon

First, I would like to welcome the many newlunteers who have joined our fretiésk team since the last edition

of this newsletter. | hope you are enjoying your rostered shifts, and the learning difiel exgkriences, that can
happen during those four hours. Aladyig welcome to four regular fredeskvolunteers who are now training and
will soon join our Volunteer Guides. | wish everyone many happy hours, months, and years at Mary Cairncross.
More guides of course,ilwequire Guide Ceordinator Bokto continue to pull his hair out, work late, and receive
endless phone calls from schools and fhleonethe guides. Somehow Bob always seems to formulate an
equilibrium amongst the guides to capith the many guided walks.

Recently @ue to a change of address actugliyas browsing through a collection of newspaper cuttings and found

a small Range News aftigcdating back to 1997. TitlaWhat a Wastghe article stated thafter much trumpet

calling about a fine Education Centre opening at the Mary CagadReserve for the public, wieat A wast e o i
when the Centre dnopened on weekends, and ttoetly if there were volunteers available. Hence, from a handful

of willing volunteers back then, with limited rainést knowledge, and no trainingok at us now! Currently, we

have a total of 72 desk volunteers, with regular induction of new volunteers, 10 Guides, four guides in training, and
five volunteers conductingavious duties.

The Education Centre has gone ahead in leaps and bounds. Numerous research programs, and data collecting
throughout these years, from visiting specialists in their fields, has formulated an incredible pool of knowledge abot
the Resere. Thisinformation flows through to our colourful exhibitions adidplays. Rople in the community

now call in regularly to observe the ongoing changes to our visual displays and information. The accumulation anc
availability of knowledge has also &ed volunteers to communicate with confidence to @itovs. Soyes we

have certainly come a long way since those very early days of opening for a few hours each weekend, to now havi
an Education Centre open s ehinkanyodexcqukl haze emvisagéd.the extere of s o r
change that was goirig happen in ten yeardNow, volunteerswatch those egos, but YOU are doing a fantgshc

and the following statememtr i t t en i n the Canberra Ti neetlyappliestoydiat i o
AVolunteers are the gl ue Induracase, ke MapyairAcuosstScenid Reservd. o0 g e t

Dr.Shirley Zipperlen, Senior Programme Coordinator, Natural Areas, has rengoliyiced to volunteers her five
yearMam ge ment Pl an for the Reserve, and once agai n, I
assisting and meeting another stage of future developmbtaratCairncross Scenic Reserve

Happy Volunteering.
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A Tree-eating Orchid Gretchen Evans  Photos byFran Guard

| was walking along the boardvkabne day with a group of natueathusiasts and when we reached a spot directly
opposite the large straleg fig, one of the groupointed outwhat te called a treeating orchid 12 nmees high in the
canopy. He had seen one previously.

At first it looked like an uninteresting couple of leafless green sticks, but on closer examination, | could also see a
brownish rootlike structure adhering to a tree stump by what appeared tolbslitkers. After some research, |
discovered it to be the Giant Climbing OrchidRseudovanilla foliataMy reference said it climbed to 15 metres or
more. It seems to grow mainly in rainforests from northern N&We Endeavour River in far North @ensland.

It is asaprophyte, that i#, lives on dead organic matter and in fact, seems dependent on its host being in a certain
stage of decompositidnso it may die after a couple of years when all its substrate has gone. Apparently it used to
befound after logging operationghen a lot of decaying wood lay around.

From October onwardselatively large golden yellow flowers appear and if it is a large sprawling specimen, there
can be hundreds of these flowers.

| have yet to meet anyone at Maryi@aross who has ever mentioned this orchid.

(Ed: Hopefully we can publish orchid flower pictures from this viRén season.)

Friends of Mary Cairncross Association Inc. Bob Taylor, President

It will probably be mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter, and you possibly read about iCairngross Chatn
the Range News, but here it is again.

Ray Seddon launched the large new Richmond Birdwing sign on Thur#gait.8 am writing about ibbecause the
AFr i en ¢gadithe tothcast of the sigh1952.50 from a grant and $3252.87 from a donation by our Patron,
Gretel Pickering. If you have not yet seen it, it is worth a walk down to where it is situatedhaiti)abe teaching
platform.

Some of you may have met or seen Sapphire McMillaher working around the Reserve doing a macrofungal
survey in recent weeks. AFriendso have used a furtt
the bahnce of $4,800 coming from the Management Committee. Sapphire is being ably supported by one of our
volunteers Gretchen Evans an amateur fungi expert.

AFriendso website is up awmwfriendsof-marycagrnceossshm.gubul wecagen a c C
still working on having it linked to the Mary Cairncross site.
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There are stildl a number of volunteers who are not
would be greaif you were. The more members we have the more chance we have of staying afloat. It only costs
$10.00 a year and Rose will help you with an application for membership form.

00000
Life with Attitude - a quotefrom Heather Gall
| don't know who wrote jtbut don't you feel like this sometimes ®o0

d.ife is not

a journey to the grave

with the intention

of arriving safely

in a well preserved body,

but rather

to skid broadside,

thoroughly used up, totally worn out
and loudly proclaiming

WHOA WHAT RIDEI!6

Display courtesy of Queensland Museum

Aboutthat Tree Book review by Lyn Fairlie

This bookis available fromhe Barung office bookshamdcould be of interest tBlackall Range
residents who love the rain forest and wiskriow more about the plants where they live.

It is written by Tony Wooton wi is the local, well known arlist and it covers many of the trees
characteristiof the Blackall Range area. tine intraduction Tony says that by getting to know these trees
your lives will be enriched as his has been and that theibaolstep toivads (knowing)theseincredible

or g an Fa tmseof us who have planted seedlings of many of these trees it is a very informative
book.

There are great photographs in darkegragainst a white background which highlights the shape of these
characteristic trees. There are some photos with labels salygrg the trees actually are, for example,
northern side of McCar tibtnaliost eaotypel of treehithhmakewit verys a
i nteresting. It is also useful 1 f you are | o
creating habitat with many different trees together.

S
o k

With its great photographs clearly written text it is a small booichvall residents could consider owning.
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The Curious Life of Insects Dr Don Sands guest speaker at May 13 meeting

Entomologist Dr Don Sands, has spent a lifetime understanding insects
and developing solutions to major insect problems, betonomic and

in their conservation. He was a scientist with CSIRO for 30 years, and
was awarded a Medal of the Order
work. A new walking path at the entrance to our Reserve has been
named the ADon Sands Wal ko

Gues speaker, Dr Don Sands presented a colourful Powerpoint display of butterflies, moths, caterpillars and other
insects. His talk emphasixd biological relationships rather than focusing on particular species.

At the outset, Dr Don commended voluntderstheir great work in supporting wild life in the Reserve and in
spreading recovery process messages to communities.

Don Sands talking to volunteers at their May meeting

He summaried three recovery phases of the Ricimd Birdwing Butterflyproject:
1. an education program to schools
2. acommunity based 5 year recovery network
3. a Richmond Birdwing conservation network.

This projectisasuccessstorhavi ng reversed the butterflyds downhi
now usedhs a symbol for awareness of invertebrate and insect conservation.

In Queensland, insect behaviour is driven by rainfall padtand temperature. There are foroad coastal climatic
regions extending from Cape Moto the Clarence River in NSW.
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Insects:

are ideal living environmental indicators

adapt to seasonal climates

respond rapidly to disturbances of environment and climate
depend on certain food plants and certain geographical factors.

Ingeneralt he publicbs outiofenivndouft dohdési whht to know about
Insects are part of the animal kingdom and their dependencies are enormous.

The impact of housing development becoming landscapes similar to little sections of England and Europe in
peope 6 s gardens, has a g¢r agiheir natoral angironmentn Mialeng ferexampleb y  d i
there are 136 species of butterflies but only 27 species have adapted to breed on introduced garden plants.

Rainforests are aghtation habitats for insects awtiere they can escape direct sunlight. uAent example is a
giant North Queenslarttagonflywith a wingspan of up to 120mm. This dragonfly is establishing in temperate
South East Queensland, thatadapting to a waning climate.

Hilltops are important habitats for insects. They can find a mate by scanning the environment, and may spend all
their life in this habitat. Undisturbed hills should be sacrosanct for the insect kingdom and important for genetic
invertebate mixing.

Many butterflies have agbted to living with ants, for examplants protetblue species butterflies, such e

Imperial Bluei and they have a mutual relationship. Ants attend butterflies by driving off predators and in return
areprovikd with a honey food supply from t he riywonettyper f | y/
of ant to livewith in a muually harmonious environmer.onservation is importantly connected with the

invertebrate world.

Beetles (Chrysomelid® need soft eucalypt leaves and are important in the food chain of iindshey can
disappear in dry weather/droughts.

Butterflies and birdealsohave r el ati onshi ps. Previously, Queensl|
termite mound anihteracted with special moth larvae. Today, the Golden Shouldered Parrot (surviving but
endangered) nests in termite mounds where a sol e mc

can clean up the legs of these young birds.

Moths (Oecophorids) break down leaf litter. A quarter of all moths in thigogrecirculate nutrients, for example,
returning nutrition to the original trees. Cockroaches are the main species contributing to the breakdown of leaf
litter in rainforests. i s reduces Afuel |l oadso for potenti al b us
disease affecting koalas, is that their eucalyptus leaves may not have sufficient nutrients being returned to the tree

Insect herbivores depend oresfic plant pheotypic growth. Sword grasses are an important example of this. On
the other hand, exotic grasses are dangerously displacing ecosystems. Small understory food plants are being
smothered by these grassyweetish e Rust i ¢ Butt er &bragrdi)hastheeo dbcinpalech MWeedg S c
(includingintroduced grasses without propesting as pasture grasses)thgemajor culprit.

The Mary Cairncross Reserve is a major host site for the Pink Underwing Rigtlodes imperialiswhich
survives wé in old rainforest. It feeds in the shade under canopy on the Coronia Vine.

In summary:

Insects have a symbiotic relationship with animals. Climate change is destabilising the balance in the environment
which has taken millions of years to develdfiants become weeds outside their native range.

Our societyds behaviour t owsneedsstochamgeand thisis agodologichle i r ¢
challenge!

00000
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Fruit Piercing Moth 1 Bob Taylor Photograph by Karen Shaw

The accompanying photograph was taken by Karen Shaw (Brush Turkey Enterprises) on a walk through
the Reserve with a group of students from the River School. The larva was photographed on a Carronia
vine

It was identified by the

Queensland Museum as theviar

of the Fruit Piercing Moth

Eudocima fulloniThe fiey e s ¢

create a remarkable effect

sufficient to deter any potential

predator.

The moth of this species has a
wingspan of abat 9cms, and
occurs around theavld in the
tropics. It is an agricultural pest
causing dmage to any sort of
fruit such asbananas mangoes,
citrus and lycheesy piercing
the fruitwith its strong proboscis
in order to suck the juice. It feeds
at night and attacks unripe as
well as ripe fruit.

The hole pierced by the moth alloestry of fungi and other agents which cause the fruit to rot
prematurely.

The larva feeds on various plants including the Coral Tree and of coutGartibaia multisepalavine

which is rather rare and is also the hostHbyllodes imperialishe Pink Uerwing moth, which is also
very rare and found in only a few areas from Nambour to Dorrigo in NSW, and of course our very own
Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve.

The Boy (at least we think it is male) by Cindy and Clyde Mitchell

Prior to Christmas mwife was pegging clothes onto the clothes line and themawute here was this
bird eyebaling her from about 20 cm awayt was a Noig Friar Bird or Leather Head andhs in a
bedraggled condition. Itsil feathers were ragged and the feathers lbasheen.

We surmised g condition was due to the drought as no native plants or treesnviower to provide
nectar. W also surmisitthat astiwas not afraid of peopléd,was most likely a nestlinthat had been
raised by a WILVQand returned tahe wild.

During thefirst encounter with the bird aras my wife moved along the clothes littee bird followed her.
He (my wife says it is a male as it wants instant attention) has become a daily, smm@timevisiting
three orfour times a day. \&feed it honey diluted with water which is lapped up wilamhazing tongue
which, when fully extendegspreads out similar to a fan.irfée we have been supplementirgdiet, the
tail feathers have beconadl nice and sleek and slyiras are the bodyathersThe Boyhas the most
amazing headald as a badger with heavy brown eye brows, red eyes and a little edttudrs on the
back of the head. It sstoundinghat we can get so close study it.
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