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Editor ial: 
Welcome to Lainey Sharman who has edited this 

issue with Peter Milton.  As usual we thank all 

contributors (regulars, occasional and first 

timers.)  Volunteers, if you have an idea on our 

native environment that you would like to share 

with your colleagues ï then just do it!  It  can be 

a bit of a buzz to see your words in print.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Officerôs Autumn Report - Greg 

Ivey 

 
The summer of 2009-2010 was productive  for the 

Reserve and, in particular, for the Education 

Centre.  Visitor numbers were high, except during 

the dry spell, and our facilities were well used. 

Council staff are reviewing the services we 

provide to the public and planning economical 

ways forward. The key person in this regard is our 

recently-appointed Senior Program Coordinator, 

Dr Shirley Zipperlen. Our Volunteers have been 

refreshed after an enjoyable End of Year and 

Christmas Dinner at the Café to continue their 

friendly operation of the Centre every day of the 

year. Of course, the always-pleasant Café staff  

keep many of us refreshed throughout the year. 

 

We have recruited and inducted new Volunteers 

who have been capably assisted by mentors 

among the experienced Volunteers. We have 

passed the mark of 80 Volunteers and on our way 

to the magic 100. Training programs have 

introduced new speakers to our Monthly Meetings 

and new procedures within the Centre.  Six  

people were selected to begin a Program for New 

Guides in March and these guides will join the 

MCSR team in July with one person joining the 

Maroochy Botanic Gardens team 

 

http://www.mary-cairncross.com.au/
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I have been very pleased with the number of Volunteers participating in our Improvement Projects within the Centre. 

Members of the Education Support Group and the Display Team have done outstanding work in small and large 

displays as well as preparations for new long-term displays. Council staff also contributed to new signage in the 

Reserve such as the large, permanent sign about the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly at the Butterfly Platform. 

 

 

Adult groups and School groups have enjoyed Rainforest 

Walks led by our experienced Volunteer Guides who enrich 

visitorsô experiences of the Tracks. Our statistics reveal an 

increasing number of paying group visitors over the past three 

years despite the global financial crisis. The positive feedback 

from Group organisers is testament to the quality work of our 

Volunteer Guides. 

 

My thanks also go to the Volunteers who have accepted 

leadership positions within the Education Centre such as Rose 

Harmon, Bob Taylor, Peter Milton

- our long-time Editor, and Cyndi and Clyde Mitchell. You 

make it all happen - the Council staff are most grateful to you 

and the Volunteers much appreciate your regular assistance.  

 

 

Moving forward with Volunteers   Support Officer Rose Harmon 

 
First, I would like to welcome the many new volunteers who have joined our front-desk  team since the last edition 

of this newsletter. I hope you are enjoying your rostered shifts, and the learning and real life experiences, that can 

happen during those four hours.  Also, a big welcome to four regular front-desk volunteers who are now training and 

will soon join our Volunteer Guides.  I wish everyone many happy hours, months, and years at Mary Cairncross.  

More guides of course, will require Guide Co-ordinator Bob to continue to pull his hair out, work late, and receive 

endless phone calls from schools and then phone the guides.  Somehow Bob always seems to formulate an 

equilibrium amongst the guides to cope with the many guided walks. 

 

Recently (due to a change of address actually) I was browsing through a collection of newspaper cuttings and found 

a small Range News article dating back to 1997.  Titled What a Waste, the article stated that  after much trumpet 

calling about a fine Education Centre opening at the Mary Cairncross Reserve for the public, what a ñwasteò it was, 

when the Centre only opened on weekends, and then only if there were volunteers available.  Hence, from a handful 

of wil ling volunteers back then, with limited rainforest knowledge, and no training, look at us now!  Currently, we 

have a total of 72 desk volunteers, with regular induction of new volunteers, 10 Guides, four guides in training, and 

five volunteers conducting various duties.  

 

The Education Centre has gone ahead in leaps and bounds. Numerous research programs, and data collecting 

throughout these years, from visiting specialists in their fields, has formulated an incredible pool of knowledge about 

the Reserve. This information flows through to our colourful exhibitions and displays.  People in the community 

now call in regularly to observe the ongoing changes to our visual displays and information.  The accumulation and 

availability of knowledge has also assisted volunteers to communicate with confidence to our visitors.  So yes, we 

have certainly come a long way since those very early days of opening for a few hours each weekend, to now having 

an Education Centre open seven days a week.  Personally, I donôt think anyone could have envisaged the extent of 

change that was going to happen in ten years.  Now, volunteers, watch those egos, but YOU are doing a fantastic job 

and the following statement written in the Canberra Times for National Volunteerôs Week correctly applies to you. 

ñVolunteers are the glue that keeps Australia togetherò.   In our case, the Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve.   

 

Dr.Shirley Zipperlen,  Senior Programme Coordinator, Natural Areas, has recently introduced to volunteers her five 

year Management Plan for the Reserve, and once again, Iôm sure volunteers will embrace this opportunity of 

assisting and meeting another stage of future development at Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve  -  

 

 Happy Volunteering. 
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A Tree-eating Orchid    Gretchen Evans  Photos by Fran Guard 

 
I was walking along the boardwalk one day with a group of nature enthusiasts and when we reached a spot directly 

opposite the large strangler fig, one of the group pointed out what he called a tree-eating orchid 12 metres high in the 

canopy.  He had seen one previously. 

 

At first it looked like an uninteresting couple of leafless green sticks, but on closer examination, I could also see a 

brownish root-like structure adhering to a tree stump by what appeared to be little suckers.  After some research, I 

discovered it to be the Giant Climbing Orchid or Pseudovanilla foliata.  My reference said it climbed to 15 metres or 

more.  It seems to grow mainly in rainforests from northern NSW to the Endeavour River in far North Queensland.  

It is a saprophyte, that is, it lives on dead organic matter and in fact, seems dependent on its host being in a certain 

stage of decomposition ï so it may die after a couple of years when all its substrate has gone.  Apparently it used to 

be found after logging operations when a lot of decaying wood lay around. 

 

From October onwards, relatively large golden yellow flowers appear and if it is a large sprawling specimen, there 

can be hundreds of these flowers. 

 

I have yet to meet anyone at Mary Cairncross who has ever mentioned this orchid. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Ed: Hopefully we can publish orchid flower pictures from this vine - in season.)                                                                   
 

 

Friends of Mary Cairncross Association Inc.   Bob Taylor, President 

 
It will probably be mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter, and you possibly read about it in my Cairncross Chat in 

the Range News, but here it is again. 

 

Ray Seddon launched the large new Richmond Birdwing sign on Thursday 8
 
April. I am writing about it because the 

ñFriendsò have paid the total cost of the sign: $1952.50 from a grant and $3252.87 from a donation by our Patron, 

Gretel Pickering. If you have not yet seen it, it is worth a walk down to where it is situated adjacent to the teaching 

platform. 

 

Some of you may have met or seen Sapphire McMullan-Fisher working around the Reserve doing a macrofungal 

survey in recent weeks. ñFriendsò have used a further $15,000 from Gretelôs donation to part fund the survey with 

the balance of $4,800 coming from the Management Committee. Sapphire is being ably supported by one of our 

volunteers Gretchen Evans an amateur fungi expert. 

 

ñFriendsò website is up and running and you can access it at www.friends-of-mary-cairncross-com.au  but we are 

still working on having it linked to the Mary Cairncross site. 

http://www.friends-of-mary-cairncross-com.au/
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There are still a number of volunteers who are not members of ñFriendsò. Of course you donôt have to be, but it 

would be great if you were. The more members we have the more chance we have of staying afloat. It only costs 

$10.00 a year and Rose will help you with an application for membership form. 

 

ooOoo 
 

Life with Attitude  - a quote from Heather Gall  
 
I don't know who wrote it, but don't you feel like this sometimes too?. 

  

òLife is not 
a journey to the grave 
with the intention 
of arriving safely 
in a well preserved body,  
but rather 
to skid broadside, 
thoroughly used up, totally worn out 
and loudly proclaiming 
WHOA WHAT A RIDE!ó 
  
 

 

 

 

        Display courtesy of Queensland Museum  
 

 

About that Tree     Book review by Lyn Fairlie 

 

 

This book is available from the Barung office bookshop and could be of interest to Blackall Range 

residents who love the rain forest and wish to know more about the plants where they live. 

 

It is written by Tony Wooton who is the local, well known arborist and it covers many of the trees 

characteristic of the Blackall Range area.  In the introduction Tony says that by getting to know these trees 

your lives will be enriched as his has been and that the book is a ñstep towards (knowing) these incredible 

organismsò. For those of us who have planted seedlings of many of these trees it is a very informative 

book. 

 

There are great photographs in dark green against a white background which highlights the shape of these 

characteristic trees.  There are some photos with labels saying where the trees actually are, for example, 

northern side of McCarthyôs Road.  There is a small section about each type of tree which makes it very 

interesting.  It is also useful if you are looking to plant óspecimenô trees on your property, rather than just 

creating habitat with many different trees together. 

 

With its great photographs clearly written text it is a small book which all residents could consider owning. 
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The Curious Life of Insects   Dr Don Sands, guest speaker at May 13 meeting 

Entomologist Dr Don Sands, has spent a lifetime understanding insects 

and developing solutions to major insect problems, both economic and 

in their conservation.  He was a scientist with CSIRO for 30 years, and 

was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia in 2001 for his lifetimeôs 

work.  A new walking path at the entrance to our Reserve has been 

named the ñDon Sands Walkò. 

Guest speaker, Dr Don Sands presented a colourful Powerpoint display of butterflies, moths, caterpillars and other 

insects.  His talk emphasised biological relationships rather than focusing on particular species.    

 

At the outset, Dr Don commended volunteers for their great work in supporting wild life in the Reserve and in 

spreading recovery process messages to communities.   

 

 
 

Don Sands talking to volunteers at their May meeting 
 

 

He summarised three recovery phases of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly project:  

 

1. an education program to schools 

2. a community based 5 year recovery network 

3. a Richmond Birdwing conservation network.   

 

This project is a success story ï having reversed the butterflyôs downhill slide.  The Richmond Birdwing Butterfly is 

now used as a symbol for awareness of invertebrate and insect conservation. 

 

In Queensland, insect behaviour is driven by rainfall patterns and temperature.  There are four broad coastal climatic 

regions extending from Cape York to the Clarence River in NSW.  
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Insects:  

 are ideal living environmental indicators 

 adapt to seasonal climates 

 respond rapidly to disturbances of environment and climate 

 depend on certain food plants and certain geographical factors. 

   

In general, the publicôs view ñout of sight, out of mindò (donôt want to know about them) gives no justice to insects.  

Insects are part of the animal kingdom and their dependencies are enormous.  

 

The impact of housing development becoming landscapes similar to little sections of England and Europe in 

peopleôs gardens, has a great impact on insects by disturbing their natural environment.  In Maleny for example, 

there are 136 species of butterflies but only 27 species have adapted to breed on introduced garden plants. 

 

Rainforests are adaptation habitats for insects and where they can escape direct sunlight.   A current example is a 

giant North Queensland dragonfly with a wingspan of up to 120mm.  This dragonfly is establishing in temperate 

South East Queensland, that is, adapting to a warming climate. 

 

Hilltops are important habitats for insects.  They can find a mate by scanning the environment, and may spend all 

their life in this habitat.  Undisturbed hills should be sacrosanct for the insect kingdom and important for genetic 

invertebrate mixing. 

 

Many butterflies have adapted to living with ants, for example, ants protect blue species butterflies, such as  the 

Imperial Blue ï and they have a mutual relationship.  Ants attend butterflies by driving off predators and in return 

are provided with a honey food supply from the butterfly/caterpillarôs glands.  Some butterflies have only one type 

of ant to live with  in a mutually harmonious environment. Conservation is importantly connected with the 

invertebrate world.   

 

Beetles (Chrysomelides) need soft eucalypt leaves and are important in the food chain of birds ï but they can 

disappear in dry weather/droughts. 

 

Butterflies and birds also have relationships.  Previously, Queenslandôs Paradise Parrot (now extinct) lived in a 

termite mound and interacted with special moth larvae.   Today, the Golden Shouldered Parrot (surviving but 

endangered) nests in termite mounds where a sole moth larvae feeds on the faecel pellets of the parrotôs chicks, and 

can clean up the legs of these young birds. 

 

Moths (Oecophorids) break down leaf litter.  A quarter of all moths in this group recirculate nutrients, for example, 

returning nutrition to the original trees.  Cockroaches are the main species contributing to the breakdown of leaf 

litter in rainforests.   This reduces ñfuel loadsò for potential bushfires.   One possible theory of the Chlamydia 

disease affecting koalas, is that their eucalyptus leaves may not have sufficient nutrients being returned to the tree. 

 

Insect herbivores depend on specific plant phenotypic growth.  Sword grasses are an important example of this.   On 

the other hand, exotic grasses are dangerously displacing ecosystems.  Small understory food plants are being 

smothered by these grassy weeds.  The Rustic Butterflyôs food plant (Scolopia braunii) has been decimated.  Weeds 

(including introduced grasses without proper testing as pasture grasses) are the major culprit.     

 

The Mary Cairncross Reserve is a major host site for the Pink Underwing Moth  Phyllodes imperialis, which 

survives well in old rainforest.  It feeds in the shade under canopy on the Coronia Vine. 

 

In summary:   

Insects have a symbiotic relationship with animals.  Climate change is destabilising the balance in the environment 

which has taken millions of years to develop.  Plants become weeds outside their native range. 

  

Our societyôs behaviour towards insects and their environments needs to change and this is a sociological 

challenge! 

   

 

ooOoo 
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Fruit Piercing Moth  ï Bob Taylor   Photograph by Karen Shaw 

 

The accompanying photograph was taken by Karen Shaw (Brush Turkey Enterprises) on a walk through 

the Reserve with a group of students from the River School. The larva was photographed on a Carronia 

vine 

It was identified by the 

Queensland Museum as the larva 

of the Fruit Piercing Moth 

Eudocima fulloni. The ñeyesò 

create a remarkable effect 

sufficient to deter any potential 

predator. 

 

The moth of this species has a 

wingspan of about 9cms, and 

occurs around the world in the 

tropics. It is an agricultural pest 

causing damage to any sort of 

fruit such as bananas mangoes, 

citrus and lychees, by piercing 

the fruit with its strong proboscis 

in order to suck the juice. It feeds 

at night and attacks unripe as 

well as ripe fruit. 

 

The hole pierced by the moth allows entry of fungi and other agents which cause the fruit to rot 

prematurely. 

 

The larva feeds on various plants including the Coral Tree and of course the Carronia multisepala vine 

which is rather rare and is also the host for Phyllodes imperialis the Pink Underwing moth, which is also 

very rare and found in only a few areas from Nambour to Dorrigo in NSW, and of course our very own 

Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve.  

 

 

The Boy (at least we think it is male)   by Cindy and Clyde Mitchell 

 

Prior to Christmas my wife was pegging clothes onto the clothes line and the next minute here was this 

bird eye-balling her from about 20 cm away.  It was a Noisy Friar Bird or Leather Head and was in a 

bedraggled condition.  Its tail feathers were ragged and the feathers had no sheen. 

 

We surmised its condition was due to the drought as no native plants or trees were in flower to provide 

nectar.  We also surmised that as it was not afraid of people, it was most likely a nestling that had been 

raised by a WILVO and returned to the wild. 

 

During the first encounter with the bird and as my wife moved along the clothes line, the bird followed her. 

He (my wife says it is a male as it wants instant attention) has become a daily visitor, sometimes visiting 

three or four times a day.  We feed it honey diluted with water which is lapped up with its amazing tongue 

which, when fully extended, spreads out similar to a fan.  Since we have been supplementing its diet, the 

tail feathers have become all nice and sleek and shiny as are the body feathers. The Boy has the most 

amazing head; bald as a badger with heavy brown eye brows, red eyes and a little tuft of feathers on the 

back of the head.  It is astounding that we can get so close to study it. 


